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From obituary, New York Times, April 15, 1955: 
 

Gennaro M. Curci, Voice Teacher, 66 
Coach of Galli-Curci Dies – Wrote Play for Broadway, Acted 
in Hollywood Films 
 
Gennaro Mario Curci, noted voice teacher and brother-in-
law of [famed coloratura] Amelita Galli-Curci, the singer…. 
 
His pupils had included Tito Schipa, Beniamino Gigli and 
Jerome Hines, as well as Mme. Galli-Curci. 
 
Mr. Curci also was a playwright, composer and actor. He 
wrote “The Fool’s Cap,” a Broadway production, and 
“Woman Denied,” produced in 1933. He had played in a 
number of motion pictures in the Thirties…. 
 
A member of an Italian noble family, Mr. Curci had studied 
music at the St. Cecilia Conservatory in Rome. He began an 
operatic career in Naples in 1910. He sang in opera 
throughout Europe before coming to the United States in 
1917 as Mme. Galli-Curci’s voice coach…. 
 

From Music News, January 14, 1921: 
 

Gennaro Mario Curci Says Italian Voices Are Multiplying, 
But Singers Appear Without Serious Studies 
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The eminent Italian vocal teacher has just returned from a 
four months’ sojourn in his native country. The first 
utterance from the maestro’s lips was “I am glad to get 
back.” He is in the best of health and is now at work with 
his large class.  “America offers the greatest opportunities 
for an honest vocal teacher,” says Mr. Curci. “American 
singers are beginning to appreciate the value of several 
years’ studies, while the Latins do not study at all. They are 
making first appearances with excellent voices (the 
Italians), but with crude singing methods.” Mr. Curci had 
the opportunity to listen to many beautiful voices, but was 
bitterly disappointed with the inefficient singing…. 
 
With the opening of the Scala next year, the city of Milan 
will be again the center of interest. Proof that opera is still 
the preferred amusement is found in the presence of fifty 
thousand people at an open air performance of “Aida,” 
given at the arena of Milan…. Mr. Curci visited many 
notables, among them Giaccomo [sic] Puccini…. 
 

From Opera News, July 1918: 
 

Biography of Amelita Galli-Curci 
 
…At the end of two years, Signorina Galli, accompanied by 
her mother, went to Rome to find what possibilities for an 
operatic career existed. It was shortly after her arrival 
there that she made the acquaintance of her husband, 
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Luigi Curci, a painter of note, and his brother, Gennaro 
Mario Curci, who was then studying for opera at the 
Conservatorio Santa Cecilia. The latter was enraptured 
with her marvelous voice, and urged her to apply for an 
audition at the Constanzi, Italy’s leading opera house. To 
this the young singer strenuously objected… The younger 
Curci, however, was insistent and would give her not 
peace until he had obtained permission from her to 
arrange for an audition…. 
 

From Musical Courier, September 5, 1918: 
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Galli-Curci In Readiness for the Coming Season 
 
Amelita Galli-Curci is back from her summer in the 
Catskills… Now she is in New York, but only for a short 
time, as her concert season begins on September 18 at 
Binghamton, N.Y. – or rather it really began with the 
Ocean Grove concert on Labor Day…. 
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