
 
100 years at 50 west 

 

Home – Street – Prehistory – Building – Ads – Residents – Singers – Playlist 

 Florenz Ames 

Moved to 50 West in 1926  
 

 
New York Herald Tribune, October 1, 1926 
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From Chicago Daily Tribune, February 3, 1943: 
 

Florenz Ames Is Bright Light of Comic Opera 
 
“The Pirates of Penzance.” Comic opera in two acts….THE 
CAST: …Maj. Gen. Stanley…..Florenz Ames 
 
With all our faults, say the pirates, we love our queen. And 
with all its faults, I say with similar mellowness of spirit, I 
loved “The Pirates of Penzance” at the Studebaker last 
night….  
 
It was a pretty soggy first act…until Florenz Ames arrived, 
as the major general, to pick things up with his 
introductory catalog song. Little Mr. Ames has a way about 
him. He is alive, and brightly fatuous; he wastes no effort 
trying to be funny, yet he is adept at getting to the heart of 
a line or a rhyming couplet. The blitheness and neatness of 
his personality stand in happy contrast to the heavy 
witlessness of most of his companions in the company, 
and it takes his appearance on the stage, apparently, to 
bring each performance into some sort of stride…. 
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From Chicago Daily Tribune, January 12, 1944: 
 

Florenz Ames Stars in Two Comic Operas 
 
Life was considerably gayer on the Studebaker front last 
night because the leading roles in its double bill of comic 
opera were sung by the Gilbert and Sullivan troupes best 
actor, Florenz Ames. Mr. Ames was a gay dog as the 
nimble tongued major general of “Pirates” fame, but he 
was even better as that odd little creature, “Cox and 
Box”…. Without his magic presence it was beginning to 
resemble an evening of amateur musicals… 
 

From New York Herald Tribune, March 12, 1944: 
 

Florenz Ames Took Up Gilbert and Sullivan Temporarily – 
That Was Three Years Ago 
 
Theatergoers of a sentimental order can look backward, 
through misty eyes, to be sure, to Florenz Ames as the 
French Ambassador in “Of Thee I sing”…. Or they can 
revisualize him in a number of other George Kaufman 
productions such as “Let ‘Em Eat Cake,” “George 
Washington Slept Here” and “I’d Rather Be Right.” Or they 
can recall him in “Strike Up the Band,” “Sky High” or 
“Madame Pompadour”…. Only recently, however…has Mr. 
Ames been familiar…[in] frenquent performances of 
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“H.M.S. Pinafore,” “The Pirates of Penzance” or “The 
Gondoliers.” 
 
“I was born on the wrong side of the theatrical tracks,” Mr. 
Ames says of himself with no visible registration of grief…. 
“It wasn’t until I actually was a participant in Gilbert and 
Sullivan shows that I began to appreciate them….” 
 

 
“I never was much fetched by this operetta business until I 
found myself implicated in it when I first played the part of 
Ko-Ko three years ago… I was of the mind that the 
producers were looking for somebody just this side of 
Bloomingdale to take on the job and that they had 
selected me personally as the craziest fellow on Broadway 
and said, ‘Let’s get him. He’ll never know!’ So I was 
agreeable. I said to myself, ‘It will do no harm until 
something else comes along.’ But that was three years ago 
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and I’ve been doing Ko-Ko and Sir Joseph Porter and the 
Lord Chamberlain ever since. I guess maybe there’s 
something in this GIlbert and Sullivan business after all and 
that they’re here to stay….” 
 
From Brooks Atkinson in The New York Times, Feburary 24, 
1942: 
 

Ever since Winthrop Ames’s revival of sixteen years 
ago, “Iolanthe” has been a sacred work in New York…. 
But the troupe that is now keeping house at the St. 
James does very well by it… For Florenz Ames is the 
best Lord Chancellor in recent memory – a good 
singer as well as a witty actor…. Mr. Ames’s light step 
and affability, his waggish gestures, his clarity of 
speech, his amiable voice and his frensh interest in 
what he is doing make him conspicuously valuable. 
He is no slave to tradition, but he is the best Lord 
Chancellor this department has ever seen….” 

 
 

Florenz Ames – “That’s What I Told Him Last Night”  
 

More on Florenz Ames 
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