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100 YEARS AT 50 WEST

Kitty Gordon

Living at 50 West in 1917
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From obituary, New York Times, May 29, 1974:

Kitty Gordon, the Edwardian beauty for whom Victor
Herbert composed “The Enchantress,” in which she
starred her in 1911, died Sunday....

Miss Gordon was in private life Mrs. Constance Blades
Ranlet, widow of Ralph Ranlet, a member of the New York
Stock Exchange. She was 96 years old.

“The Enchantress,” according to the review in The New
York Times, was “designed as a background for the
somewhat regal and decidedly opulent charms of Miss
Gordon who...besides satisfying the eye, is able, for the
most part, to satisfy the ear and the sense of taste, acting
neatly, singing pleasantly, and generally conducting herself
as should a well-bred prima donna in a piece where she is
the star”....

Her final public appearance was on television in “Life
Begins at 80,” in 1952.

Born in England, Miss Gordon was married first to Michael
Levenston, and in 1904, following his death, to Capt. Henry
W.W.H. Beresford, and uncle of the present Lord Decies.
Capt. Beresford died in 1924....
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THE noN MRS H W W, HORSLEY-BERESFORD MISS KITYY UORDON)

“The Hon. Mrs. H.W.W. Horseley-Beresford (Miss Kitty
Gordon)”

From The lllustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, April 21,
1906
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From New York Times, October 17, 1909:

...Miss Gordon made her stage debut in a small role at the
Gaiety Theatre eight years ago and is now established as
an international figure. She has always played in musical
comedy and never in anything but musical comedy.
Therefore the visitor asked for some comparison of such
entertainments in England an America, and, while taking
her tea and eating of the indispensable English cake, she
[said] “The English musical comedy may be more
dignified...but the American musical comedy has much
more life and action.... There is no question in my mind
that the New York chorus girl, besides working harder than
her English sister, is really more clever and more
enthusiastic....”

From Los Angeles Times, August 18, 1909:

New York — The Hon. Mrs. Henry Beresford, known to the
stage as Kitty Gordon, arrived from Southampton
today...to play the leading part...in the coming production
of “The Wizard.” The vast number of hats in her luggage
caused the customs inspectors to especially inspect the
goods.

“Are you a milliner?” they asked.
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“Indeed | am not,” she replied, scornfully. “There isn’t a
hat in the lot | don’t need....”

From Nashville Tennessean and Nashville American, October
13, 1912:

How the Most Beautiful Back on the Stage, Which Was
Turned Away for Years from Her Husband...Will Turn Back
to Him....

Kitty Gordon’s beautiful back — maybe it’s the most
beautiful back in the world — will soon be but an
enchanting memory to the theatre-going public. She is
about to withdraw it from the public stage and —if her
most interesting experiment succeeds — exhibit it
henceforth only in polite, even aristocratic, social circles....

From New York Dramatic Mirror, October 21, 1914:

Miss Gordon's opulent back is alone an example of perfect
dramatic technique....
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Theatre Magazine, November 1915, p. 243:
Why Does the Sensuous Appeal Prevail on the Stage?

The theatre is a picture gallery of sensuous effect, a fact
that is an unwritten law among actresses... Kitty Gordon,
with a back so beautiful that it is insured for $50,000,
discuss[es] the subject....

“Yes, | suppose | have a beautiful back, and like any other
woman so favored, | take the greatest care of it.... | don’t
mind this, when it concerns my stage identity, but | should
be so thankful if my private identity could be spared....
There is altogether too much told and written about
actresses that does not concern the public....”

From Cari Beauchamp, Without Lying Down: Frances Marion
and the Powerful Women of Early Hollywood, p. 27:

[Producer] Morosco expanded his empire by importing the
New York actress Kitty Gordon, nationally proclaimed as
having “the most beautiful back in America.” [A
promotional poster of Ms. Gordon] conspicuously featured
Kitty’s famous asset, posing her glancing over her dazzling
shoulders and down her bare back in a gown ending inaV
at the waist. Morosco loved it, but when the lithographs
went up, they were almost instantly vandalized. Letters
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protesting the poster poured into the newspapers and
flyers were distributed in front of the theater [in Los
Angeles]:

“We must protect our innocent little children from seeing
such obscene pictures of half-nude women. And we must
keep them away from the evil influence of the
nickelodeons and these lawless people who have forced
themselves upon our beautiful city to make what they call
movies. Only if we all unite can we drive them out.”

It was signed “Conscientious Citizens.”
New York Times, May 8, 1917, p.9:

Miss Kitty Gordon...was badly burned last night while
taking part in a battle scene staged by the Paragon Motion
Picture Company in a field near its studio at Fort Lee, N.J....
Miss Gordon [was] removed to her home at 50 West Sixty-
seventh Street, where she was treated by a physician....
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