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 Roman Bohnen 
Moved to 50 West in 1937 

 

 
New York Herald Tribune, November 29, 1937, p. 29 
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From obituary, New York Times, February 26, 1949: 
 

Roman Bohnen, stage and screen actor, died last night of a 
heart attack between the acts of a play “Distant Isle”…. 
 
…he made his Broadway debut in 1931 in “As Husbands 
Go.” From 1934 to 1940 he was a member of the Group 
Theatre, appearing in such plays as “Golden Boy,” “Waiting 
for Lefty,” “Awake and Sing” and “The Gentle People.” His 
last Broadway appearance was in “Five Alarm Waltz” in 
1941. 
 
He came to Hollywood in 1937 for the film “Vogues of 
1938,” but his first Hollywood success was as Candy in the 
screen version of “Of Mice and Men,” in 1939. In 1941 he 
began to devote himself almost exclusively to Hollywood, 
since that date having appeared in thirty-two pictures…. 

 
Boston Globe, October 16, 1938, p. C7: 
 

Roman Bohnen a Versatile Player 
 
The role of the fight manager in “Golden Boy” at the 
Plymouth Theatre will be acted by Roman Bohnen, who 
has earned recognition in a variety of characterizations. He 
had five busy years with the permanent company of the 
Goodman Repertory Theatre in Chicago from 1925 to 
1930. During that time he played in over 1000 
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performances…. Plays by Ibsen, Galsworthy, Gogol, 
Pirandello and Shakespeare were his fare in those days. 
 
Then, on his arrival in New York he was called into the cast 
of “Success Story” to replace Franchot Tone as the stolid 
captain of industry in that Group Theatre production….  
 
Subsequently, “Big Night” saw him as one of the merry-
making business men. Then, in “Gentlewoman,” he played 
the role of an imperturbable colonel. In “Gold Eagle Guy” 
he played an investment banker; in “Awake and Sing!” an 
expostulating janitor; in “Waiting for Lefty” a defeated 
surgeon; in “Till the Day I Die” a worried Nazi Major 
General; in “Paradise Lost” the middle-aged business 
failure and in “The Case of Clyde Griffiths” the dignified 
owner of a collar factory.  
 

 
Roman Bohnen with Gladys George in “Best Years of Our 

Lives” 
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More on Roman Bohnen. 
 
Roman Bohnen in the short film “The Tell Tale Heart,” 1941 
 
Roman Bohnen in “Unforgotten Crime,” 1942 (starts at 3 
minutes 55 seconds in) 
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