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 Burk Symon 

Moved to 50 West in 1929 
 

 
New York Herald Tribune, November 26, 1929, p. 53 

 
From The Olean Times-Herald, November 21, 1932: 
 

Burk Symon, one of the most effectual of stage directors… 
 
From New York Herald Tribune, April 10, 1932: 
 

Belasco Ideal Is Now Vested In Burk Symon 
Late Producer’s General Stage Manager, Now on His Own, 
Gives His Views 
 
Mr. Symon…was the late David Belasco’s general stage 
manager for more than fifteen years and became 
thoroughly steeped in that type of stagecraft which has 
come to be known as the Belasco tradition…. 
 
In his theater, he declares emphatically, there will be 
found no outmoded or conventional tricks. He, too, will be 
the apostle of innovation…. “I believe, too, in the 
development of a national theater,” added Mr. Symon. 
“We should not be slavishly influenced by the Russians or 
Gemrans or English or French…. It should be our business 
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to develop a theater whose expression shall be in harmony 
with our own manner and temperament…. 
 
Mr. Symon is said to have interviewed more actors and 
actresses than any one in the theater today. A Pittsburgh 
man, he was graduated from Harvard in 1910, where he 
attended Professor Baker’s famous “English 47” course in 
dramatics. After graduation he remained with “The New 
Theater Company,” under Winthrop Ames, for a year…. 
then became associated with Charles Frohman, Inc. Then 
Belasco invited him to join his organization, and her he 
remained until Mr. Belasco’s death…. 
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Philadelphia Inquirer, August 20, 1932 
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