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To:_ The Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor of the State of New. York
The Honorable Robert B. Meyner, Governor of the State of New Jersey, and
The Honorable Robert F. Wagner, Mayor of the City of New York

In its First Report, submitted to the Mayor of the City of New York on October 14, .. . .. .. ... ..

1958, the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association proposed a broad redevelopment pro-
gram for downtown New York in the area extending south to the Battery from Canal Street,
west of Broadway, and from Chambers Street and the Brooklyn Bridge, east of Broadway.
The favorable reception accorded that report and the developments stemming from it have
encouraged us to continue our studies in an effort to make definitive and constructive
proposals for the comprehensive program.

The Port of New York is a primary source of commerce and business Wthh underlies
the prosperity of the whole Port District of New York and northern New Jersey. With the
aid of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, who also served as planning consultants for our First
Report, a proposal has been developed which we believe will assure the continued pre-
eminence of the whole Port District and at the same time help to meet a growing need in
the broad field of expanding and highly competitive international commerce. A report out-
lining the basic pattern of this proposal together with illustrative and schematic renderings
of one plan by which a redevelopment project might be implemented, is submitted for
your consideration. ‘

In the Port Compact of 1921 the States of New York and New Jersey pledged “faithful
cooperation in the future planning and development of the Port of New York.” In that
Treaty they agreed that “a better coordination of the facilities of commerce in, about and
through the Port of New York, will result in great economies, benefiting the nation, as well
as the States of New York and New Jersey.” Under this Treaty the two States created The
Port of New York Authority which went forward with the development of marine and inland
terminals, airports, bridges and tunnels on a regional basis. The two States have thus joined
forces for the promotion and continued development of the flow of their commerce, the
import and export trade that is the foundation of business and jobs on both sides of the
Hudson River. '

The Port of New York Authority thus has the prime responsibility for the promotion
and development of the commerce of the Port of New York. Therefore, we recommend
that this established bi-state agency be requested to make further intensive and detailed
studies and to bring together the agencies of government and business whose coordinated
effort and participation is essential to the development of a World Trade Center. The
objective of such studies would be the submission of recommendations for the plannmg,
financing, and activation of a World Trade Center within the Port District.

In transmitting this report, the Downtown-Lower Manhattan Association is prepared

to be of further help in any way you may deem appropriate.

Yours very sincerely,

DaviD ROCKEFELLER, Chairman

Joun D. BurtT, President

January 27, 1960
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